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VP GEORGE MITCHELL, ASUM VP LYNNE HUFFMAN
SWAP JOBS FOR A DAY ON UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
By Dennis M. Erickson
UM Information Services

MISSOULA-"It's like playing chess with yourself, making moves on one side while knowing what
moves will be made on the other side," University of Montana administrative vice-president
George L. Mitchell said about Monday's (Nov. 25) job switch with UM student body vicepresident Lynne R. Huffman.
Huffman and Mitchell decided during the weekend to realize a long-held intention to
swap job positions for one day during the academic year so that each man could gain a greater appreciation of the other man's official duties.
No one else knew of the job swap when Huffman, dressed in a suit and tie, and Mitchell,
attired in a sport shirt and slacks, entered each other's office to begin work on a new job.
uNo one knew he (Mitchell) and I were going to change jobs," Huffman said.

He said that

both men kept the swap a secret to add to the realism of filling in at the other man's job.
"We are both taking the swap seriously," Huffman said.

"I am busy writing a job

description for a new job position on campus and working with the administration on the
question of using student building fees to fund a HEW (U.S. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare) repayment owed by the University."
Huffman said he is trying to be as objective as possible and look at the problems
associated with Mitchell's office from the viewpoint of a UM admjnistrator and not from the
perspective of his position as vice-president of the Associated Students of the University
of Montana (ASUM).
more

,

.
VP GEORGE MITCHELL, ASUM VP LYNNE HUFFMAN--2
Mitchell has found the experience rewarding.

"I find he (Huffman) has the same

quantity and spectrum of problems that I have as a University administrator," Mitchell said,
"and, in many instances, I would regard these problems as being equally important to the
well being of the institution as the problems encountered in my regular job.
"I'm trying to put on a different hat and look at things from the perspective of the
ASUM vice-president," Mitchell added.
When asked how other ASUM student officers responded to the job switch, Mitchell said,
"They're being patient with me."
Later in the day, when the burdens of the other man's office were beginning to be felt,
Huffman and Mitchell were asked if they would welcome the return to their regular jobs.
"Well, yes, I will," Mitchell said.
there (in Main Hall)."

"The ground rules are a little more familiar over

Mitchell pointed out that "ASUM does seem to be functioning well

despite my presence."
Huffman said he would be glad to remain in Mitchell's position, providing he received
the same salary Mitchell receives for his duties as UM administrative vice-president.
enjoying working in this office very much,'' Huffman said.

"I'm

"I hope this same thing will

happen in other departments and positions on other campuses."
Huffman, a 1966 graduate of Billings Senior High School, is a sophomore in English at
UM.
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